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Today, partly sunny, high 49. To- 
night, becoming cloudy, rain late, 
low 44. Tomorrow, morning show- 
ers, afternoon clouds, breezy, high 
55. Weather map is on Page C8. 
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Residents of the Iranian city of Sarpol-e Zahab gathered on Tuesday with belongings saved from a destroyed apartment complex. 


Quake Poses 
‘Divine Tesť 
For Iranians 


By THOMAS ERDBRINK 


KUIK-E HASAN, Iran — In 
Kuik-e Hasan, a village of 800 peo- 
ple in the foothills of the Zagros 
Mountains, Moadel Yari, 35, stood 
biting his lip as he recited the 
names of the family members 
lost: “Amin, Hajar, Toba, Hajin, 
Abdellah, Boshra, Ozve, Somron.” 

Iranians living near the border 
with Iraq are accustomed to 
earthquakes. They live in a region 
traversed by fault lines, and the 
destruction that comes when the 
ground shakes is not something 
new. And still, no one in this region 
was ready for the massive de- 
struction and loss of life that oc- 
curred when the ground shook on 
Sunday night. 

More than 530 died, an im- 
mense loss in itself, but coming to 
terms with so much death and the 
damage to so many structures ina 
region of small villages and towns, 
was that much harder. This earth- 
quake in northwestern Iran was 
deadlier than the one that devas- 
tated Mexico City in September. 
Tremors were felt as far away as 
Turkey, Israel, Lebanon and Qa- 
tar. 

A lone Shiite cleric, wearing a 
backpack, sandals and his tradi- 
tional turban, wandered through 
the flattened village of Kuik-e 
Hasan on Tuesday. The cleric, As- 
gar Zarei, had come from the holy 
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Just Send Cash, Alabama Democrat Tells Party 


By ALEXANDER BURNS 
and JONATHAN MARTIN 


At first glance, Doug Jones, the 
Democratic nominee for Senate in 
Alabama, appears to be running a 
lonely race against Roy S. Moore, 
the arch-conservative former 
judge whose candidacy is being 
swallowed by accusations that he 
sexually assaulted teenage girls. 

National Democratic groups 


have not spent a dollar on their 
own television or radio commer- 
cials promoting Mr. Jones, a for- 
mer federal prosecutor. The par- 
ty’s most popular campaigners, 
such as former President Barack 
Obama and Senator Bernie Sand- 
ers, independent of Vermont, have 
not set foot in the state. As Repub- 
licans in Washington pressure Mr. 
Moore to leave the race — with the 
Republican National Committee 
pulling its financing on Tuesday — 


Democratic leaders convey a 
stark public message to Mr. 
Jones: You’re on your own. 

“It’s an Alabama race,” Senator 
Chuck Schumer of New York, the 
Democratic leader, said at a news 
conference on Monday, repeating 
the phrase three times for empha- 
sis. 

But the national Democrats’ os- 
tensibly arm’s-length treatment of 
Mr. Jones belies a far deeper in- 
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Johan Figueroa-Gonzélez performing as a living statue in Washington Square Park. Page A17. 


Zimbabwe Military Says It Is Holding Nations 


By JEFFREY MOYO 
and NORIMITSU ONISHI 


HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zimba- 
bwe’s military claimed early 
Wednesday to have taken custody 
of President Robert Mugabe, the 
world’s oldest head of state and 
one of Africa’s longest-serving 
leaders, in what increasingly ap- 


peared to be a military takeover in 
the southern African nation. 
After apparently seizing the 
state broadcaster, ZBC, two uni- 
formed officers said in a short 
predawn announcement that “the 
situation in our country has 
moved to another level.” While de- 
nying that the military had seized 
power, they said that Mr. Mugabe 
and his family “are safe and 


sound, and their security is guar- 
anteed.” 

“We are only targeting crimi- 
nals around him who are commit- 
ting crimes that are causing social 
and economic suffering in the 
country in order to bring them to 
justice,” said the main speaker, 
who was identified as Maj. Gen. 
S. B. Moyo, the army’s chief of 
staff. 


Aged President 


General Moyo, who was not 
widely known in public but who 
was considered close to the com- 
mander of the Zimbabwe Defense 
Forces, Gen. Constantine Chi- 
wenga warned that “any provoca- 
tion will be met with an appropri- 
ate response.” 

Around 6 a.m. on Wednesday, 
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Repeal of Health Mandate 
Will Be Added to Tax Plan 


In Bid for Savings and Conservative Votes, 
Republicans Revive a Bitter Debate 


By THOMAS KAPLAN and JIM TANKERSLEY 


WASHINGTON — Senate Re- 
publicans have decided to include 
the repeal of the Affordable Care 
Act’s requirement that most peo- 
ple have health insurance into the 
sprawling tax rewrite, merging 
the fight over health care with the 
high-stakes effort to cut taxes. 

They also have made a calcu- 
lated gamble to help speed their 
bill to passage on a party-line 
vote: Republicans said late Tues- 
day that they would set all of their 
tax cuts for individuals to expire 
at the end of 2025, tocomply witha 
procedural requirement. Their 
deep cut in the corporate tax rate 
would remain permanent. 

Both the expiration decision 
and the move to tuck the repeal of 
the so-called individual mandate 
into the tax overhaul are attempts 
by Republicans to solve two prob- 
lems: math and politics. Repeal- 
ing the mandate, a longstanding 
Republican goal, would save hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars over the 
next decade. That would free up 
money that is earmarked to ex- 
pand middle-class tax cuts. 

Setting individual provisions to 
expire helps hold down the overall 


cost of the bill, which can add no 
more than $1.5 trillion to the deficit 
over 10 years and cannot add to 
deficits after 10 years. Mandate re- 
peal could also help secure the 
votes of the most conservative 
senators, enabling lawmakers to 
pass the bill along party lines. 

The decision to set individual 
provisions to expire at the end of 
2025 could set up a potential “fis- 
cal cliff” situation then, akin to the 
one President Barack Obama and 
Congress faced at the end of 2012. 
Those breaks include tax-rate re- 
ductions, the near-doubling of the 
standard deduction and a provi- 
sion to reduce the number of 
Americans who would have to pay 
the estate tax. Republicans made 
those changes to stay within Sen- 
ate rules that allow them to pass 
the bill on a party-line vote; as 
promised, they did not set expira- 
tion dates on the bill’s corporate 
rate cut. 

If the bill were to become law, 
and Congress did not seek to make 
those provisions permanent, tax 
bills would rise for vast parts of 
the country in 2026. 
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‘Lock Her Up’ 


Becomes More 
Thana Slogan 


By PETER BAKER 


WASHINGTON — President 
Trump did not need to send a 
memo or telephone his attorney 
general to make his desires 
known. He broadcast them for all 
the world to see on Twitter. The 
instruction was clear: The Jus- 
tice Department should investi- 
gate his defeated opponent from 
last year’s campaign. 

However they were delivered, 
Mr. Trump’s demands have rico- 
cheted through the halls of the 
Justice Department, where At- 
torney General Jeff Sessions has 
now ordered senior prosecutors 
to evaluate various accusations 
against Hillary Clinton and re- 
port back on whether a special 
counsel should be appointed. 

Mr. Sessions has made no 
decision, and in soliciting the 
assessment of department law- 
yers, he may be seeking a way 
out of the bind his boss has put 
him. At a congressional hearing 
on Tuesday, he pushed back 
against Republicans impatient 
for a special counsel. But if he or 
his deputy ultimately does autho- 
rize a new investigation of Mrs. 
Clinton, it would shatter post- 
Watergate norms intended to 
prevent presidents from using 
law enforcement agencies 
against political rivals. 

The request alone was enough 
to incite a political backlash, as 
critics of Mr. Trump quickly 
denounced what they called 
“banana republic” politics of 
retribution, akin to autocratic 
nations where election losers are 
jailed by winners. 

“You can be disappointed, but 
don’t be surprised,” said Karen 
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Jeff Sessions on Tuesday. 


Sessions Denies 
Lying Over Ties 
To Russia in 716 


By MATT APUZZO 
and NICHOLAS FANDOS 


WASHINGTON — Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions on Tuesday 
denied, again, lying to Congress 
about the Trump campaign’s ties 
to Russia. He said he had forgot- 
ten about a campaign round-table 
in which an aide played up his 
Russian connections and sug- 
gested arranging a meeting for 
Donald J. Trump in Moscow. 

But even as Mr. Sessions re- 
mained hazy on the details, he was 
adamant that he had swiftly re- 
jected the aide’s suggestion. 

“I have always told the truth,” 
Mr. Sessions told the House Judi- 
ciary Committee, adding that he 
stood by his previous testimony 
because “I had no recollection of 
this meeting until I saw these 
news reports.” 

Mr. Sessions, a former senator 
and an architect of President 
Trump’s policies on trade and im- 
migration, was supposed to be an 
influential force in the administra- 
tion. Instead, he has twice 
amended his sworn testimony, 
creating a distraction for the 
White House and renewing ques- 
tions about whether the Trump 
administration is concealing its 
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A Booted Nation Mourns 


For soccer-crazed Italy, failing to qual- 
ify for the World Cup for the first time 
since 1958 was a humiliation, wrapped 
in a tragedy, enveloped in an apoca- 
lypse. PAGE A6 


A Saudi Prince’s Many Moves 


Saudi Arabia’s crown prince, Moham- 
med bin Salman, 32, has made a name 
for himself by rushing into confronta- 
tions on all sides at once. PAGE A10 


NATIONAL A11-16 


Take Your Pill? No Need to Ask 


The Food and Drug Administration has 
approved a digital pill — a medication 
embedded with a sensor that can tell 
doctors whether, and when, people take 
their medicine. PAGE Al6 


Taking On Gun Companies 


A lawyer for relatives of victims of the 
Sandy Hook massacre argued in court 
that the rifle used in the shooting was 
marketed as a weapon of war. PAGE A21 


BUSINESS DAY B1-7 


A Boomtown for the Bankrupt 


Big companies are flocking to the bank- 
ruptcy court in Richmond, Va., because 
it’s quick, has favorable precedents and 
allows huge fees for lawyers. PAGE B1 


ARTS C1-7 
He’s Still Mad as Hell 


In the London stage version of the 1976 
film “Network,” Bryan Cranston, play- 
ing the TV anchor Howard Beale, is just 
not going to take this anymore. PAGE Cl 


The Knicks’ New Optimist 


A 104-101 loss to the Cavaliers stirred 
feelings of hope, rather than despair, for 
one former player and broadcaster, 
Harvey Araton writes. PAGE B8 


FOOD D1-12 


Reveries on Thanksgiving 
Nine writers reflect on the joys, the 
challenges and, of course, the glorious 
meals that the holiday brings. 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23 
Michael R. Bloomberg 


and Gov. Jerry Brown PAGE 423 
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Salesforce. 
#1 CRM. 


Salesforce ranked *1 for CRM Applications based 
on IDC 2016 Market Share Revenue Worldwide. 
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